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Welcome remarks by Ms. Shamika N. Sirimanne, Director, DTL
Sessions will be moderated by Ms. Randa Jamal, Project Coordinator, Policy
Capacity Building Section, Knowledge Development Branch

10:15 - 13:00

Session 1
This session will first look at what commodity dependence means in the
context of development. It will discuss the negative terms of trade, price
volatility, commodity resource management, and macroeconomic challenges
associated with commodity economies. The analysis will show how continued
dependence on commodities will negatively affect Commodity-dependent
developing countries (CDDCs) efforts towards meeting the SDGs,
particularly SDGs 1, 2, 8, 9 and 10. Potential solutions out of the commodity
conundrum will also be highlighted.

Q&A session

Presented by Mr. Janvier Nkurunziza, Chief, Commodity Research and
Analysis Section/Commodities Branch, Division on International Trade and
Commodities, UNCTAD
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The course will offer an overview of issues that commodity-dependent developing countries are
faced with and how continued dependence on commodities will negatively affect these countries’
efforts towards meeting the SDGs, particularly SDGs 1, 2, 8, 9 and 10. Issues to be presented
will include negative terms of trade, price volatility, commodity resource management, and
macroeconomic challenges associated with commodity economies.
The objective of this short course will be to sensitize member states on the importance of
commodities for their economies and the need to find long-term solutions to the problems
afflicting the commodity sector in these countries. Solutions such as the widespread use of
hedging instruments, and different forms of economic and export diversification, will be discussed.

Janvier Désiré Nkurunziza is the Chief of Research and Analysis Section in the Special Unit on
Commodities, UNCTAD where he directs research on the interaction between primary
commodities production, trade, and economic development. For several years, Janvier has been a
resource person in the African Economic Research Consortium, a research and capacity building
network based in Africa. Before his current position in UNCTAD, Janvier was the officer-in-Charge
of the Africa Section, UNCTAD; Macroeconomic Policy Advisor at UNDP, New York; and an
economist at UNCTAD and UNECA. Janvier also worked at the University of Oxford; Harvard
University; the University of Yaoundé; the University of Burundi; the IMF; the World Bank and the
University of Yale as a Consultant. He has published dozens of articles in internationally peer
reviewed journals and chapters in edited books. He has coordinated the production of flagship
reports, including: UNCTAD's Commodities and Development Report, and Economic Development
in Africa Report; the African Economic Outlook; and UNECA's Economic Report on Africa. He has
also organized major meetings, including the just-concluded Multiyear Expert Meeting on
Commodities and Development. Janvier holds a doctorate in Economics from the University of
Oxford, where he is affiliated with the Center for the Study of African Economies. Janvier is a
Fellow of several academic and research institutions. His recent research has focused on
commodities and development; the economics of fragility and conflict; capital flight and illicit
financial flows; and financial systems in Africa.
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